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'r. * reraont- Smith, 


Before again plunging into my writing, I do want to raplv to your 

1st tor of hey 2. have just returned from fl ew Orleans, where I' believe l*was the 

only writer in the field called by the grand jury (which - believe will come to be 

regarded as » fortunate accident in our history, they are men of that caliber). 

Before going there 1 finished the draft of my own book, CIA HI^Eh'iSH: OSWALD ‘ III 

mr nmxws. I am not ashamed that 1 on shusd of the hemilinee sgainf orYh-n tte 

headlines of that city ere just beginning to catch up with whet I wrote more 

thou two years ago - entirely alone of those published -and entirely without 

credjt. The « nr* tv*o wr«pp •3-nnM 1 + c ^ 1 , . 

v ,u lfS w Ojpec^ Oi oas^ on which my work is 

well eloog that I would like to finish in about two more intensive months of 

work, other cireums tances uerniiotiiig* 


. . Had 3,0,1 don * whst you say you intended, I could not quanal with you. 

oviously, you cannot read everifhing, although on a subject like this one might expect 
poc you {% ant .0 rend tue i.irst, ns ethers ou the New Yom A ime 3 did the previous 
year. My complaint is that you made judgements without be sis and awarded credit 
without knowledge. In its simplest form, you judged my first and second hooks 
u„ 7 or thy of even listing where es the ^as fork A jutes with the- first alone found 
interest in 14 copies of which I know, bs fore Epstein’s was out. X 0 ur judgement 
based on Eo knowledge. It wss the result of prejudice, as you hsv® honestly 
confessed, compounding the lack of freedom of the press I suffered. 

V 

ou have also awarded credit to whet 1 earlier did more completely end 
more definitively, to others. T his did and does hurt rae. Such is the "nature of 
the power you wield. You ere without qualification, ss you honestly ackncwleuge, 
for the judgements you did make of other works, yet you made them. Because they 
ere not factuslly eccArste, egsin you hurt me, regardless of your intent or its 
purity. While it is true that you cannot rend everything, it in .Iso true thet 
unless you do you cannot fairly make the statements ark: award the credits you did. 

The essence of -Sustain’ r work is in mine . *ou may prefer his enlarge- 
ment of it, but it adds nothing reliable or essential or, in truth, dependable, 
because it is fiercely partisan, whether or not you detected it. Should you desire, 
sometime when I'ra in New York I’d he hsrpy to show you this. Ha assumes the correal 
ness of the Commission's work without evaluating it, and knows, actually, little of 
the evidence and on the fow occasions on which he eludes to it is both, remarkably 
wrong and remarkably unfair. l\is you cannot know unless you knot! the subject. On 
the autopsy ho is particularly wrong, and what you had no way of knowing is that 
backstopped him with his publisher. Ware my work not behind his, his would have 


survived in hardback even a shorter while. A t 


uOt 


itself 


ble. 


*opklfiS is an astounding concept, and I'm surprised you did not see fit 
to comment on what he did. His scholarship is nonexistent. Ho knows so little of 
the /ubject Loran Eugene Hall, one of the men in th- story of my "False Oswald ", 
comes out in his transparency as Mrs. Loren Hall’ His is so divorced from the real 
work his wife described as his greatest gratification the gift to him of ray own 
work taken from me and given to him by othersl I cannot now go farthur wi^/tout 





c ^« r B®s fehst, on this subject, 1 have avoided ranking. However, because 
your field is books a tf the publishing industry, should you want an of: the 
ie~orn discussion, I wj,ll be geld to have this with you some time when you or* in 
available and I am in New York',' and - promise to give you the rossibility 
of checking things for’yourself. You will not have to depend upon ray ;vord. 

i'uo of the things 1 h.ve sought to do i had hoped with find, at least 
among the critics end reviewers, sympathetic understanding. It is no easy 
thing for a writer to undertake a private printing, especially whan he is 
wi thout funds or resources ether than his raputntion'Htpecisily on such’ a 
subject. Yet I believe you will ultimately com to realize that it i a my work 
that really opened the field for others. H is, as you hrve honestly admitted, 
nocaU" 6 ' Y 01 -' joined in vhe publishers’ boycott that you also boycotted it. In ■ 
your position, youv judgement should be of different origin. 1 do not think 
>hij.s makes for a healthy publishing industry or that it encourages other xrr**er 
writers to attempt whet I did. 


I also have nought to make books more present, more current, end it 
i. raors than possible. :”a can do this with other subjects than "Candy". I 
hod hope<jfthe men in your position would wolcc-mo this effort. This subject 
addresses the integrity of our society, as you will learn if you do not now 
believe it. I had c viable end the west exhaustive book completed in mid- 
r ebruary 1985. The 26 volumes were then available for bpt three months, 1 
defy you bo shoe ms the equal in speed or scholarship, sa of today. Collect- 
ively a 11 toe other books do no have half the content of rains, meaning ray 
Collectively they have nothing important not in it. They do have 
uiAierencea in emphasis. This* I believe, is e not- inconsiderable accomplish- 
ment. Without knowing whether or net it ma so, you blithely credited otters 
with v-hat l had done, simply because you did not know. I can understand how 
you did not know, ttbst 1 hove difficulty understanding ia how, without 
knowing, you toads the a sou* ptions you did ana awarded the credits you did. 

is only baeouse you exercise the power you do, and I cannot 
beljeve you hove come into it without earning it, that 1 have addressee! you 
es bluntly os have -net for urpo.ee of insult - for I cannot believe 
you. intended wast a as resulted. If 1 hod, I would have ignored you as I have 
others, for I try to restrict, myself to constructive mrposes. There is only 
so much time one man has. x hove undertaken o largo tack, end to the boot of 
my ability I will accomplish it. History will judge its integrity and effect, 
if reviewers do not. f hr the r or not I succeed, end 1 think 1 h vu end 1 will 
despite the obstacles, it ia of a magnitude that nothing, particularly 
Manchester * s work, approaches. Suspend your judgement on this until you have 
8 c ’' r ’ ac « to sec for yourself, sa 1 think b fore to long you will. 

Please believe me, I do not attribute malicious intent to you. If 
I did, again I’d net take the time from ray work for correspondence. ’ Perhaps 
it is that I think you sre a tremenducusly powerful m:-n, even more powerful 
than you may conceive, and that you do not use this important power *83 
well as you might and are capable of. 


Sincerely, 


tt arold i/oiaberg 



